Raising awareness about the protection of binturongs




Information on binturongs

Behaviour:

r Binturong means “bear-cat” in Malay. In Myanmar, it
- is called “monkey-tiger”. e Lives in primary and secondary tropical forests
e Arboreal (rests between 10 and 20 m [32 to 65

'... Class: Mammal ft.] high in trees)

(Y Order: Carnivora ' e Nocturnal
00

Oa® S b order: Feliformia e Solitary
Family: Viverridae

@ Characteristics:

e Weight: 9 —-24kg [19-52 |b.]

e Length (+tail) : 60cm —90cm (+ 60 — 90cm)
[2-3ft. (+ 2-3ft)]

e Prehensile tail

Gestation: 90 days

No breeding season observed

Cubs per litter: 1to 3

First teeth growing: around 25 day

Diet shift from milk to fruits: 45 — 60" day

e Perineal scent glands, odor similar to popcorn

Diet:
Southeast Asia: Vietnam, Thailand, Cambodia, *.
. .
Myanmar, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines (only on ....“ * 80% fruits
Palawan Island), Bangladesh ... e 20% small prey (birds, reptiles, insects, etc.)

Ecological role:

Binturongs participate in seed dispersal and germination, as they ingest fruits and the seeds travel
through their digestive tract. Their digestive enzymes promote seed germination.
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MISSIONS:

e Study the binturong by conducting in situ research through our program in the Philippines: the Bearcat Study
Program.

e Raise awareness through interventions in schools, zoological institutions, and festivals in France. Organize and
participate in the World Binturong Day, as well as interventions on environment protection, particularly in the
Philippines, for our new program “From Awareness to Actions for Nature Conservation”.

e Protect the binturong and the environment, by creating partnerships with Asian wildlife rescue centers and
developing our conservation and study program in the Philippines.




Study and conservation program

From Awareness to Actions for Nature
Conservation: Promote a sustainable awareness of
nature protection and conservation among the
general public:

e Setting camera traps 10 —20 m [32-65 d Training program for teachers of primary

ft.] high in trees. schools, high schools, universities
e Radio tracking wild individuals that will

e Introduction to Zero waste
CY (] be caught, fitted with radio collars and ® Screenings of environmental movies
.. . . . ’

released in their habitat. e Beach and forest clean-ups

Bearcat Study Program: collecting data on
ecology and biology of the binturong by:

Created by ABConservation in 2017 . Palawan Island (Philippines)

e Educational interventions in schools

Renovation of the Palawan Wildlife Rescue & Conservation Centre: Helping the
center to improve their permanent residents’ living conditions, providing
assistance with the release of others into their natural habitat

Creating new aviaries and wider enclosures for permanent residents
Building a flight aviary to rehabilitate birds before release

Launching a volunteer program

Improving veterinary care of the rescued animals
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Binturong made of papier-
mdché

Earth globe or
world map

Skull of a binturong, of an . _
herbivore, of other carnivores Fresh exotic fruit Pictures of fruit

Smelling box Photos of a binturong using its tail Fresh fruits, seeds, and pictures to illustrate seed dispersal
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LE BINTURONG:UNE ESPECE MENACEE PROTE FORETS, C'EST AUSSI PROTEGER LE BINTURONG
DIMINUONS NOTRE CONSOMMATION D’HUILE DE PALME

€N 18 ans, i 4 estimé que s populstion de binturoegs 8 diminuée de 30 %. £n coméquence, et malgré tn areti:
@ études scientifiques b propos e Fespixe, MUCH ke csse comme « VUInerable » sur e st rouge des expeces en
e engue crtein pys ot binuors, st beaucoup 3 aire pour éviter 2 disparition.

La superficie d’un terrain de football de foréts
indonésiennes disparait toutes les 12 secondes.
Certaines de ces foréts sont mémes des zones protégées ! Elles sont
remplacées par des plantations de palmiers a huile qui approvisionnent les
multinationales en huile de palme.

Uhuile de palme est malheureusement présente dans nos aliments
(géteaux, pates feuilletées, pates a tartiner...) mais aussi dans nos

cosmétiques et’essence

Heureusement, il est aujourd’hui possible d’en limiter
notre consommation !
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4| DE PATEA TARTINER

/.| REGALEZ-VOUS !

Tasting of local products Alternatives to single-use

Educational panels
and palm oil-free products products



Activities: making enrichment

In their natural habitat, all animal species have various types of activity periods: this includes foraging for food, or
defending their territory. They are constantly stimulated by interacting features of their environment. The only periods
of inactivity are usually limited to resting time, when the animals recover some energy. For this reason, they do not
INTRODUCTION face boredom in their natural habitat.

In zoos, their basic needs are met as most elements they need are provided for. Therefore, their activity periods are
limited and the animals are prone to experience boredom, especially with their territory being restricted.

What can we offer binturongs to stimulate their natural instincts and reduce boredom?

In zoos, animals may not express the same behaviour as they would in their natural habitat, which can be a cause of
ENRICHMENT poor welfare. Enrichment includes all types of tools we can use to provide the animal with a suitable environment.
There are various types of enrichment, which can contribute to the well-being of captive animals and allow them to
express natural behaviour.

» Food enrichment: its principle is to encourage foraging (hiding the food, spreading it in the enclosure, feeding at
varying times, providing whole fruits or prey, etc.)

» Sensory enrichment: aiming to stimulate the use of all five senses: sight, hearing, smell, touch, taste (trail of prey
blood, syrup, lemon, herbs, scattering hair of another species inside the enclosure, etc.)

VARIOUS TYPES » Structural enrichment: based on territorial exploration needs (modifying enclosure structures, adding climbing
posts, ropes, versatile hammocks...)

» Social enrichment: focusing on interactions between individuals of one or more species (mixed exhibits, for example
binturongs with otters, or orangutans, or gibbons)

» Cognitive enrichment: relying on the development of mental skills (setting medical training sessions, creating
labyrinths in primate enclosures, etc.)

It is necessary to keep in mind the natural behaviour of binturongs. They live in forests, are arboreal, feed on fruit
and small prey. They are nocturnal and have an acute sense of smell.
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Activities: Seed balls

INTRODUCTION

BEHAVIOUR

SEED BALLS

Plants are not mobile beings, so they need to disperse seeds to propagate themselves in the environment. In the wild,
several strategies exist to allow new plants to grow.

With the wind (Anemochory) = Pine tree, plane tree

With water (Hydrochory) & Water lily

With humans (Anthropochory)

By the plant itself (Autochory) > Ecballium

With gravity (Barochory)

With various animals (Zoochory), traveling on hair or inside digestive tract = Cherry tree

VVVYVYVY

Give an overview of the binturong’s ecological role and its positive impact on its environment.

Created by Japanese farmer Masanobu Fukuoka, these little balls of clay and soil contain seeds. They were used by Liz
Christie in 1973 for actions of the Green Guerilla movement. [This movement was at the start of green activism. It uses
a « warrior » approach of gardening: in a similar way with street art, it aims to reclaim privatized urban space. It all
started with illegal flower planting campaigns, followed by the transformation of an abandoned plot into a community
garden.] See DIV instructions here: http://www.makery.info/2015/05/05/bricole-it-yourself-la-bombe-a-graine/

> Soil

» Clay

» Water

» Seeds

» A large container, for example a salad bowl
» A measuring cup


http://www.makery.info/2015/05/05/bricole-it-yourself-la-bombe-a-graine/
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Activities: Story bags

INTRODUCTION

After a full presentation about the binturong (just as with the board game) and a distribution of the illustrated
educational booklet. Children should be able to build a story about the binturong and tell it to their parents at home.
For this, a story bag is made, with the crafting of a forest on a paper or fabric bag, cutting and colouring of characters.
In this bag, children can put their educational booklet, printed mask, colouring sheets, as well as their own characters
so they can tell to story of the binturong to their parents.

» Cardboard/paper/fabric bag

» Newspaper

» Green, brown and blue crepe paper

» Pencils and markers

» Sticks, such as skewers or ice cream sticks

» Printed paper characters (binturong, orangoutan, macaque, leopard, snake, cockatoo, researcher with his
binoculars, cage, poacher, etc.)




Tips for communication

© » Smile

» Choose to stay standing rather than sitting for too long
» Show dynamism

0e0 » Adapt to you public
TN




